Curator’s Choice

The Volunteers Find All
the Cool Stutt!

One of the most frequently asked questions of any archaeologist is “what is the coolest thing that you’ve ever found?” It is a difficult question

By: Scott Strickland, MAC Lab Deputy Director
With additional stories shared by: Matt McKnight, Zachary
Singer, Dennis Curry, Ed Chaney, and Christa Conant

to answer, and you’d think that at this point I should have a ready-to-go answer to default to, but I don’t. A photo collage of artifact memo-
ries floods through my head as I recount figures from reports with the grooviest objects. Most of the images that my mind digs up, however,

end up being objects I played little to no part in finding. It is the volunteers that end up finding all the cool stuff!
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ble the item was traded by Native people be- students at St. Mary’s College of Maryland,

cause of this depiction, as effigy figures had the model was 3D printed so you can grab

different meanings for Native groups than your own on April 9, 2022 during Discover-

Europeans. ing Archaeology Day at Jefferson Patterson
Park and Museum!
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Figure 2: 3D Photogrammetric model of a stone maskette from the Rosenstock site.

S ites located at Jefferson Patterson Park

and Museum are not short on groovy
finds either. Some cool objects aren’t fully
realized until after field work is completed
and lab work begins. Our faithful volunteer
Christa dedicates a lot of time to the archae-
ology of the park and is no stranger to lab
work. Whilst washing artifacts from the
Smith’s St. Leonard Site (c. 1711 - 1754),
Christa had found a piece of corroded iron
with some peculiar white inclusions. Hand-
ing the object to the then-Deputy Director
Ed Chaney, she asked “what about the white

Figure 1: Silver scabbard hook from the Zekiah Fort

site.

he true meaning behind effigies on Na-

tive-made objects/artifacts is unclear. As
Erin Wingtield wrote in a past Curator’s
Choice 11 years ago, “effigies may have had
specific meaning based on the type of object
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Figure 3: Embroidered wire basket fragments from the Smith’s St.
Leonard site.

It goes without saying that volunteers are
invaluable in archaeology. Whether it be
out in the field or in the lab, the things they
find and the stories behind them are re-
membered. So, am I bitter that volunteers
keep finding all the cool stuff? Not at all!
Quite the contrary. If you’d like to add your
name to the pantheon of volunteer greats,
join us during Public Archaeology, happen-
ing every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
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Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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