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One of the most frequently asked questions of any archaeologist is “what is the coolest thing that you’ve ever found?” It is a difficult question 

to answer, and you’d think that at this point I should have a ready-to-go answer to default to, but I don’t. A photo collage of artifact memo-

ries floods through my head as I recount figures from reports with the grooviest objects. Most of the images that my mind digs up, however, 

end up being objects I played little to no part in finding. It is the volunteers that end up finding all the cool stuff! 

Case in point – In the summer of 2011, a 
unique find was made at the Zekiah 

Fort site near Waldorf, in Charles County by 
a long-time volunteer of St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland named Kevin. Zekiah Fort was a 
Piscataway settlement occupied from 1680 to 
1692 (Flick et al. 2012:35). Among the recov-
ered artifacts was a silver scabbard hook that 
Kevin found while carefully sifting through 
the dirt (Figure 1). Scabbard hooks, which 
were more commonly made of cheaper cop-
per-alloy, were used to fasten the sheath of a 
sword blade to a sword belt. This silver scab-
bard hook features an elaborate Baroque de-
sign with a face! How cool is that?! It is possi-
ble the item was traded by Native people be-
cause of this depiction, as effigy figures had 
different meanings for Native groups than 
Europeans. 

Figure 1: Silver scabbard hook from the Zekiah Fort 
site. 

The true meaning behind effigies on Na-
tive-made objects/artifacts is unclear. As 

Erin Wingfield wrote in a past Curator’s 
Choice 11 years ago, “effigies may have had 
specific meaning based on the type of object 

and who used them” (Wingfield 2011). A Na-
tive-made effigy face was recovered in 1990s 
from the Rosenstock site along the Mono-
cacy River in Frederick County and is among 
the most unique objects recovered from that 
site to date. The steatite effigy, or maskette, 
was found by a then-11-year-old girl named 
Christine who volunteered at the site with 
her parents. Dr. Zachary Singer, Research Ar-
chaeologist for the Maryland Historical 
Trust, recently made a digital 3D model of 
the maskette as a feature in the 2022 Mary-
land Archaeology Month booklet on the use 
of photogrammetry in archaeology (Figure 
2). With the help of Dr. Troy Townsend and 
students at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, 
the model was 3D printed so you can grab 
your own on April 9, 2022 during Discover-
ing Archaeology Day at Jefferson Patterson 
Park and Museum! 

Figure 2: 3D Photogrammetric model of a stone maskette from the Rosenstock site. 

Sites located at Jefferson Patterson Park 
and Museum are not short on groovy 

finds either. Some cool objects aren’t fully 
realized until after field work is completed 
and lab work begins. Our faithful volunteer 
Christa dedicates a lot of time to the archae-
ology of the park and is no stranger to lab 
work. Whilst washing artifacts from the 
Smith’s St. Leonard Site (c. 1711 – 1754), 
Christa had found a piece of corroded iron 
with some peculiar white inclusions. Hand-
ing the object to the then-Deputy Director 
Ed Chaney, she asked “what about the white 

bits on it?” While examining the artifact un-
der a microscope it was determined that the 
peculiar inclusions were very small “seed” 
beads! Sara Rivers-Cofield, curator of Feder-
al Collections, was able to determine that it 
was part of an elaborate embroidered wire 
basket (Rivers Cofield 2019). More pieces of 
the basket were later found by another then-
volunteer named Moira. The fragments 
found by Christa and Moira can be seen in 
Figure 3. 

Figure 3: Embroidered wire basket fragments from the Smith’s St. 
Leonard site. 

It goes without saying that volunteers are 
invaluable in archaeology. Whether it be 

out in the field or in the lab, the things they 
find and the stories behind them are re-
membered. So, am I bitter that volunteers 
keep finding all the cool stuff? Not at all! 
Quite the contrary. If you’d like to add your 
name to the pantheon of volunteer greats, 
join us during Public Archaeology, happen-
ing every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 

SCAN ME TO SEE THE 
ROSENSTOCK MASKETTE 
MODEL ON SKETCHFAB 
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum. 
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